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LETTERS ON ELECTION, 
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(Continued from page 85.) 
LETTER III. 

Dear Sir—From the faithful records of the dis- 
pensations and dealings of God with bis creatures 
in ages past, from the sure word of prophecy, by 
which we are informed of what shall take place in 
the ages to come, from the holy Scriptures at large, 
we may learn this grand truth, that the end to 
which Jehovah will ultimately conduct all his crea- 
tures, the state in which he will finally place them, 
is the same to which he intended bringing them, 
and in which he determined they should be placed, 
when he first gave them existence. To that end 
al! the dispensations of providence and of grace, of 
mercy and of judgment, running through successive 
ages, to the final consummation, are, and ever will 
be subservient. When we view any particular dis- 
pensation of the Most High, or contemplate his 
dealings with any particular part of his creatures, 
we ought to remember that we have before us in 
that instance, only a part of the astonishing system 
of divine government which comprehends all 
creatures, periods, and events, in all their cir- 
cumstances, and combines them together in one 
amazing whole; which, in its developement, will 
display every divine perfection, and lay open every 
source of improvement and happiness, for the per- 
fecting of every derived existence in the universe. 
The dispensations of God which have been unfold- 
ed, and those which remain to be unfolded in the 
fulness of times, are not final ends, but means lead- 
ing to one great and ultimate end: they are dis- 
tinct, yet connected branches of that absolutely 
perfect plan of divine operations which originated 
in infinite love, is carried on by unerring wisdom, 
almighty power, and unbounded goodness, and 
which must issue in God’s being all in all. If 
these remarks be just, we may reason from them 
as given premises, should we meet with an instance 
of God’s having chosen individuals, and endowed 
them with special favours, without his having avow- 
ed, at the same time, that his design in the bestow- 
ment of such peculiar grace, was the general good 
of bis creatures: for if enough be said in the Scrip- 
tures to establish the foregoing view of the divine 
government, it must be applicable in every particu- 
lar case. 

In my last Letter, I attempted to prove that 
Abram was chosen of God, and made an object of 
his peculiar favour; that his being chosen to be- 
come a recipient of special blessings, was a step 





towards the blessing of all the families of the earth ; 
that the promise made to him extends to his seed, 
both natural and spiritual, and that as the dealing 
of God with him, was a step towards the blessing 
of all mankind, so the choice of, and divine favours 
bestowed upon, his seed, are successive steps lead- 
ing tothe same end. We shall, in this Letter, at- 
tempt to show how the same gracious plan was car- 
ried forward, by the dealings of Jehovah with his 
descendants Isaac and Ishmael. 

Jehovah who chose and resolved to bless Abram 
and his seed, likewise resolved to bless all families 
of the earth in him: the same wisdom, power, 
love, and faithfulness, by which the one is accom- 
plished, are equally engaged to effect the other: 
therefore, when we see the divine perfections over- 
coming all opposition to his great designs in one 
instance, it is an earnest of their complete triumph 
over all the obstacles that can arise to prevent the 
full accomplishment of his designs, in every in- 
stance. Some persons who oppose the doctrine of 
universal restoration, contend, that so far as relates 
to God’s chosen people, his counsel shall stand, and 
he will do all his pleasure, that nothing on earth 
or hell can prevent their being finally brought to 
enjoy all the grace and glory which he intended 
they should enjoy; but as to the rest of mankind, 
(they seem to think,) whatever kindness the Lord 
may have towards them, whatever gracious desiytis 
he may have formed for their happiness, they have 
rendered, and will render absolutely useless, have 
defeated his designs, and wall for ever Go so; there- 
fore, his counsel respecting them must totally fall 
to the ground, his pleasure never be done. Ac- 
cording to which, all the steps God hath taken for 
the recovery of multitudes of his creatures, wiil to 
all eternity be lost labour, whatever he hath done, 
or ever shall do, to or for them, either in mercy or 
in judgment, will be quite nugatory, never pro- 
ducing the effect which he desired. It may fairly 
be demanded, how it can be, that infinite wisdom 
should succeed so well in the choice of means to 
accomplish the divine purposes in the one case, yet 
prove totally unsuccessful in the other; that eter- 
nal power should be able to place the divine coun- 
sel immoveable on its basis in the one instance, and 
not to be able to prevent its falling prostrate, and 
dashing itself in pieces, like the Philistine god, in 
the other; that divine love should employ all the 
resources of wisdom and power, to pursue, recover, 
bring to its embraces its obyects, and perform all its 
pleasure upon them in the one case, yet never re- 
cover, embrace, or perform its pleasure, upon those 
who are loved by God, in the other? 
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lt has sometimes been demanded, with an air of 


triumph, by what means the wicked, who die im 
their sius, will be recovered, and how it can be ex- 
pected that any means should be effectual, alter 
the gospel, with all its blessings, is found to have 
ho elfect upon them? Without stopping to point 
out What means will be employed tor the effecting 
ol this great purpose, it is suliicient for my present 
design to observe, that af their restoration be an 
event foretold in the Scriptures, »e@ may rest satis- 
fied that infinite wisdom will find means, eternal 
power adopt them, immutable Jove direct them to 
the benevolent end, and the avsolute fatthtuiness of 
Gou, ior Lis immortal honour, secure their efficacy. 
Tie tact is, wen are siow of heart to believe that 
events will take place, the efficient cause of which 
is to be found, neither im nature, nor in existing 
was with Abram 
wife, much as they desired a son, positively as 
God had promised them a numerous progeny, 
they still demurred, they knew not how to conceive 
it credible, or possible, that, at their time of lite, 
they should be blessed with offspring. After having 
spent the prime of their days childless, when ar- 
that nature itself, and all the 


circumstances; thus it and his 


rived at such an age 
existing circumstances, seemed to forbid all ex- 
peciation of Sarah’s having a child, the Most 
High, contrary to the usual course of things, not- 
Witistanding the obstacles which existed were in- 
surmountable to every thing but divine power, 
visited Sarah, and she brought forth the child ot 
promise. God fruitful 
before, she might have had a son, ere such circum- 


could have made Sarah 
stances existed as seemed to render such an event 
impossible ; but it seems Jehovah, in the first step 
towards the accomplishment of his promise to 
Abram, chose to display his mighty power im tri- 
umphing over the greatest difficulties, that the ac- 
complishinent of it, in no instance, might seem im- 
probable. The same power which triumphed in 
the fulfilment of the promise in this first instance, 
will triumph in the fulfilmgnt of all that it contains. 

Isaac, even before he was born, was chosen of 
the Lord, to stand related to him, by a peculiar 
covenant, and to be heir with Abram of the same 
Heb. xi. 9. Jeho- 
vah chose him to be the progenitor of the peculiar 


promise, Gen. xvii. 7, and 19. 


seed, he renewed the manifestations and promise 
to him, which he had before afforded to his father, 
Gen. xxi. 12, chap. xxvi. 2, 3, 4, and throughout 
treated him as an obj-ct of his peculiar choice and 
favour. The peculiarity of the divine conduct 
towards Isaac, is so evident, and the distinguishing 
nature of the blessings conferred upon him, so 
manifest, that I know not how either the one o1 
the other can be questioned. He was not only dis- 
tinguished by the peculiar favours which the Al- 
mighty bestowed upon him from men in general, 
but from Ishmael, who was equally Abrain’s son, in 
particular. He was a child of promise, and the 
promise-fulfilling God did every thing for him that 
could make him appear an eminent object of his 
peculiar regard. I see not how any one, with the 
ease of Isaac before him, can fairly deny that par- 
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ticular election, and peculiar favour, are compre 
vended in the divine dispensations. 

It may be asked, how the non-election of Ish- 
inael, and his deprivation of the special favours be. 
stowed upon Isaac, can be reconciled with the sup- 
position of his being an object of the divine love, 
and with the supposed beneficent tendency of such 
peculiar dispensations? Betore f answer this inqui- 
ry, | would propose several others. Are not all the 
dispensations of God arranged and combined to- 
gether in one perfect system, with the most con- 
summate wisdom? Is not the design of the wholc 
system of the divine operations, consequently o} 
each particular part, to produce the greatest and 
most uuiversal good to the creation at large? Was 
not the choosing and distinguishing an individual, 





at the time, and in the manner, in which God chose 
and distinguished Isaac, a necessary step in the 
wonderful concatenation of events, by which all the 
truth and grace of Jehovah should be brought to 
light, a step with which stood connected, aad on 
which, in some sort, depended, the developement 
of the whole economy of divine love? If sucha 
step Was necessary to the carrying into effect the 
plans of divine wisdom and love, which had for 
their object the happiness of the world, how could 
it be otherwise than beneficent to Ishmael and his 
posterity, as a part of the world ; or otherwise than 
compatible with the love of God to him ? Can we 
negative any one of the above questions, without 
virtually denying the infinite wisdom and goodness 
of God ? 

Though Ishmael and his posterity were not 
chosen and distinguished in the same manner as 
Isaac and his posterity, yet that his and their 
greatest advantage was comprehended in such pe- 
culiar dispensatious, is, I think, capable of the full- 
est prool, not only from the general principles ar- 
gued above, but also from express declarations of 
Scripture. Before Ishmael was born, Jehovah gave 
his mother a promise concerning him and his pos- 
terity, Gen. xvi. 10, 12. Before Isaac was born 
the Lord declared he had blessed Ishmael; the de 
claration was made at the very time when the cove- 
nant of peculiarity was declared to attach to the 
former, which showed that the peculiar favours re- 
served for the one, did not prevent the bestowment 
of the blessing of God upon the other: the latter, 
as well as the former, was comprehended in the 
covenant made with Abram, for he received the 
sign of it in his flesh, which had he not done he 
would not have broken the covenant, Gen. xvii. 
but to talk of any man’s breaking a covenant wit! 
which he has nothing to do, would be absurd. If 
it be said that Ishmael was cast out of Abram’s 
family, the reason of his being cast out is evideut, 
it was because he was found mocking at an event 
which ought to have made him rejoice, not the pecu- 
liarity of the Lord’s conduct to Isaac, but his own 
behaviour was the cause of his being cast out. Je- 
hovah informed Abram, that though he was cast 
out, he would not desert him, that he would make 
a nation of bim, which was a confirmation of the 
blessing before pronounced upon him: and we 
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find, when the lad was in distress in the wilderness, 
God hearkened unto his voice, manifested his ten- 
der care over him, and renewed his promise con- 
cerning him, Gen. xxi. The particular conduct of 
divine Providence towards the descendants of Ish- 
mael, to the present day, forms a striking exempli- 
fication of the truth of the Scriptures, and proves 
that they have never been forgotten by the God of 
Abram. The posterity of Ishmael were not pie- 
vented participating in the scriptural advantages of 
the former dispensation; the way was open for 
them to become proselytes to it. Under the present 
dispensation, the gospel, with all its blessings, is 
directed to them as well as to the rest of mankind ; 
and in the universal restoration, their whole race 
must be comprehended. The avowed design of the 
Lord, in the peculiar blessing bestowed upon Isaac 
and his seed, was the blessing or making happy all 
the nations of the earth, Gen. xxvi. 3, 4, which 
connects with the election of that patriarch and his 
descendants, and all the special favours bestowed 
upon him and them, the ultimate happiness of man- 
kind at large. 

Ishmael has been considered by many as one of 
those whom God is supposed to have passed by, 
without any design of blessing them; we have seen 
that this was by no means the case; nor, in fact, 
bas the Most High any more deserted those who 
are not elected, or ceased to design their happiness, 
than he deserted the son of Hagar. 

The Apostle Paul brings forward the case of 
Isaac and Ishmael, as allegorical, Gal. chap. iv. 
upon which, at present, I shail make but this one 
remark, if Isaac, the child of promise, was a type 
of all the children of promise, and if the election of, 
and blessings bestowed upon, the former, were steps 
towards the blessing of all mankind, then the same 
thing may be concluded respecting the choice of, 
aud blessings bestowed upon, the latter. 

I have not abridged this Letter in the manner I 
intended, as you wished me not to do it.—I remain, 

Dear Sia, 

Yours in the bonds of the gospel. 

(To be continued.) 
—— 
REMARKS 
UN ALL THE TEXTS IN THE BIEBLE WHERE THE 
ExPRESSION, The Day of Judgment, occurs. 
BY WALTER BALFOUR. 

(Concluded from p. 87.) 

2d. The persons to be punished at the day of 
judgment here mentioned, and the nature of their 
puuvishment, point to the day of God’s vengeance 
on the Jews, and not to a day of general judginent 
at the end of this material world. Let it be noticed 
that Peter does not use language expressive of a 
day of general judgment. He does not say the 
Lord knoweth how to reserve all the unjust unto 
a day of judgment to be punished. Nor does the 
text, or the context say, that this day of judgment 
was to be at the end of this world. Nothing like 
this is intimated. Peter, from the scope of the 
context, is evidently speaking of persons from 
‘hom Christians in bis day were enduring trials 





or temptatians, and he informs them for their con- 
sulation, that the Lord knew how to deliver them 
out of their temptations, and to reserve the unjust 
from whom they were suffering, to a day of judg- 
ment to be punished. Now those Christians to 
whom Peter wrote, knew from what our Lord had 
said, Matt. xxiv. and other sources, that a day of aw- 
ful vengeance was coming on the unbelieving per- 
secuting Jews during that generation. It was ex- 
pected, and looked for with earnest anticipation, as 
the period when their redemption should draw nigh, 
see Matt. xxiv. &c. Some of them no doubt had 
heard our Lord call this very day, “the day of 


> Peter's language was not new to them. 


judgment.’ 
Indeed, in no other sense could they understand it, 
for by no sacred writer had this expression been 
used in the sense in which it is now used among us, 

But if we advert to the nature of the punishment 
threatened, the above observations are confirmed. 
The verb kolazo, rendered to be punished in this 
passage, savs Parkhurst, signifies “to restrain.” He 
adds, “ This derivation is confirmed by observing, 
that the Greek kolazo, is sometimes applied by the 
profane writers in the sense of restraining or re- 
pressing, as may be seen in Scapula.” This word 
oceurs only bere and in Acts iv. 21, of the New 
Testament, where it is rendered punished, and is 
evidently used in the sense of repressing or restrains 
ing, which confiims what Parkhurst has stated. 
But lequs advert to the context of this passage, and 
see if we can learn any thing as to the nature of the 
punishment at this day of judgment. It must be 
allowed, for it cannot be controverted, that Peter 
says nothing about sending the unjust to hell, to 
be punished at the day of judgment mentioned. No 
pathetic descriptions are given by him here of the 
mode of trial at this day, and the endless misery in 
which it results, as is often done by preachers in our 
day. The context as we have seen, refers to a day 
of judgment, which came on the old world, and also 
on the cities of the plain. Now, is there not some- 
thing incongruous, and unscriptural, to allude to 
such punishments of a temporal nature, if he meant 
to teach a day of judgment at the end of this world, 
and endless punishment in a future state of exist- 
ence? No other sacred writer ever availed himself 
of such temporal judgments, to set forth such a day, 
or such a punishment. But admitting that Peter 
here, by the day of judgment, refers to the day of 
God’s temporal vengeance on the Jews, and their 
punishment at this day, he only does what our 
Lord did before him. Thus in Matt. xxiv. 37—40, 
and Luke xvii. 26—37, our Lord avails himself of 
the flood on the old world, and the destruction of 
Sodom by fire from heaven, to illustrate the termpo- 
ral calamities coming on the nation of the Jews 
during that generation. In this, Peter only imi- 
tates our Lord, and this being the way in which our 
Lord improved those past judgments on men, is no 
small corroboration of the views I have advanced 
relative to the day of judgment. But further ; at 
verse 12, Peter says, “but these as natural brvte 
beasts made to be taken and destroyed, speak evil 
of the things that they understand not; and shal! 
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utterly perish in their own corruption.” All this is 
in perfect agreement with the character of the un- 
believing, wicked Jews in Peter’s day, and the 
dreadful calamities which came upon them. But it 
bears not the shadow of resemblance to a day of 
judgment at the end of this world, or endless 
misery in hell. Had Peter, by a day of judgment, 
verse 9, referred to the orthodox judgment at the 
end of this world, like them he would have gone on 
to describe the terrible and endless punishment of 
such wicked characters. Well, say some, “does 
not Peter do this very thing, for at verse 17 he says, 
the mist of darkness is reserved for 
ever. Yes, but such persons take for granted the 
very things which ought to be proved, that this 
anist of darkness is natural darkness, is in a future 
state of existence, and is endless in its duration. 
These things they will not find easily proved. It 
may then be asked, How do you make these words 
agree with your views of a day of judgment? It is 
their perfect agreement with my views, which leads 
me partly to conclude, that they are correct. I 
have then said, that the day of judgment refers to 
the temporal vengeance which came on the Jews. 
Allowing then that the term darkness, refers to 
moral darkness here, as it certainly does in many 
places in scripture, as could be easily shown if it 


‘to whom 
,” 


were necessary, it exactly answers to the present 
situation of the Jews. Since that period, their eyes 
have been darkened that they might @ot see. 
Blindness has happened unto them, and will con- 
tinue uotil the fulness of the Gentiles be come in. 
This has continued already for nearly two thousand 
years. And although it is not to be endless in its 
duration, yet it may be said to be for ever in the 
dewish usage of this expression. In concluding 
my remarks on this passage, I shall briefly notice 
the declaration, “the Lord knoweth how to reserve 
the unjust unto a day of judgment to be punished.” 
The general meaning of the word rendered reserve 
is, “to keep, or reserve something until after- 
If the question is here asked, reserve or 
keep the unjust till after what? The answer is, un- 
til after the Lord hath delivered the godly out of 
The antediluvians were not 
punished, until after God had delivered Noah and 
shut him safely up in the Ark. The Sodomites 
were not punished until Lot had escaped from 
Sodom. “Haste thee,” said the Angel to Lot, * for 
I cannot do any thing till thou be come thither.” 
The Lord also reserved the unbelieving Jews, until 
after his disciples had left the city and were safe 
in Pella. Seeing the signs given by our Lord, 
Matt. xxiv. they left it. Then, and not until then, 
did the wrath of God come on them to the utter- 
most. 

2 Peter iii. 7, is the next passage. “ But the hea- 
vens and the earth which are now, by the same word 
are kept in store, reserved unto fire against the day 
of judgment, (eis hemeran kriseos) and perdition of 
ungodly men.” The Greek phrase here, is the same 
as in the preceding text, is used by the same writer, 
and in the same epistle. The presumption is, that 
the apostle used it in the same sense as in the pre- 


wards.” 


their temptations. 





ceding texts. It is not probable, that in the course 
of a few verses, he should change its sense. Bur 
let us notice the persons who are here referred to 
by Peter. He calls them “ungodly men.” In the 
last passage he calls them “unjust,” but in neither 
does he intimate, that the punishment or perdition 
at the day of judgment was for all ungodly or un- 
just men. No such thing is taught in any of the 
places where the day of judgment is spoken of, 
Notice further, that “the day of judgment” and 
“ perdition” of those ungodly men are represented 
as simultaneous events ; or, if the word and is ren- 
dered even it will make them the same; “ Reserved 
unto fire against the day of judgment even perdi- 
tion of ungodly men.” To most people the word 
perdition conveys something tremendous. It not 
only leads their minds into a future state, but toa 
punishment inconceivable in its nature, and endless 
in its duration. The following are all the places 
where the original word rendered perdition occurs 
in the New Testament, and the various ways it is 
translated in our version. It is rendered waste, 
Matt. xxvi. 8; Mark xiv. 4; and applied to a box 
of ointment. It is rendered pernicious, 2 Peter ii, 
2, and applied to the ways of the false teachers, 
In Acts viii. 20, perish ; “Thy money perish with 
thee,” which surely does not mean thy money go to 
hell, or endless misery with thee. It is also render- 
ed damnable and damnation, 2 Peter ii. 1, 3, and is 
applied to the heresies and punishment of the false 
teachers. Is not the damnation that slumbereth 
not, and the judgment that lingereth not, the same, 
and do not both refer to the temporal punishment of 
which we have spoken on the preceding passage? 
Had the word been rendered destruction, as it is in 
some other texts, endless misery would never have 
been thought of from this passage. Thus it is ren- 
dered destruction, 2 Peter ii. 1, and iii. 16; Philip. 
iii. 19; Matt. vii. 13; Rom. ix. 22. In some of these 
texts it evidently refers to the temporal destruction 
of the Jews, but in none of them does it refer to 
endless misery in a future state. But in the fol- 
lowing texts it is rendered perdition. The beast 
that ascended out of the bottomless pit shall “go 
into perdition.” Was this into endless hell tor- 
ments? Rev. xvii. 8—11. Paul says, 1 Tim. vi. 
9, * They that will be rich fall into temptation, and 
a snare, into many foolish and hurtful lusts, which 
drown men in destruction and perdition.” Is not 
the destruction and perdition referred to, explained 
in the next verse, and called, “ piercing themselves 
through with many sorrows?” To say it refers to 
endless misery is adding to the divine record. Itis 
first assuming the question in debate, and then ac- 
commodating the language of scripture in support 
of such an assumption. In John xvii. 12, Judas is 
called the “ son of perdition.” Did not he, by his 
love of money, pierce himself through with many 
sorrows, and drown himself in destruction and per- 
dition ? Bad as Judas was, it is not said he went to 
hell, or even into Mr. S.’s future retribution. In 2 
Thess. ii. 3, Paul calls the man of sin, “The son of 
perdition.” Any one who consults Whitby on this 
chapter, may see evidence stated, which will not be 
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easily refuted, that the son of perdition referred to] ment, founded on this and the preceding texts 
the unbelieving Jews. Philip. i. 28 ; “and in nothing | be admitted, the ungodly are not to be punished un- 
terrified by your adversaries: which is to them an] til this period, as has already been shown. I am 
evident token of perdition.” It could be easily | aware, that it may be objected, * Does not the lan- 
shown, that the adversaries of Christians in the | guage used in the context show that Peter is speak- 
apostles’ day, were the unbelieving Jews. Their | ing of a day of judgment at the end of this material 
persecutors filled up the measure of their iniquity,| world? Does he not speak of the heavens and the 
and were an evident token of the perdition or de- | earth being reserved unto fire against this day ? And 
struction, which came on them as predicted, Matt. | does he not describe the dissolution of the present 
xxiv. compare 2 Thess. i. 5. Again. Heb. x. 39, it} system in very awful and plain language?” See 





js said, “ But we are not of them who draw back | chap. iii. 10—13. In answer to this let it be no- 
unto perdition.” On this text we would notice that} ticed. That this can occasion no real difficulty to 
Paul here wrote to believing Hebrews. They were] those who have considered, that the prophets often 
suifering persecution, verse 32—35. Some of them | describe in very similar language, the dissolution of 
were drawing or had drawn back, verse 25. Ad-| kingdoms, or great political and moral changes in 
dressing those who yet continued steadfast, he says,| the earth. That they have described the removal 
We are not of them who draw back unto perdition. }| of the Jewish dispensation, in the very same or sim- 
What perdition? We should think this must be the | ilar language could be easily shown if it were neces- 
perdition or destruction coming on their nation, for} sary. Those who wish to see this proved may con- 
this was predicted by our Lord, Matt. xxiv. and was] sult M‘Knight on Matt. xxiv. and other commen- 


a thing generally expected by all Christ’s disciples. 
He that endured to the end was saved. 

Let us now consult the context, and see if it does 
not afford evidence in support of the views we have 
stated. Upon the supposition that a day of judg- 
ment at the end of this world is meant, it must fol- 
low, that the apostles expected it to take place 
during that generation. The whole context goes 
to show this. They were looking for it, and hasten- 
ing to it, and Christians were.earnestly exhorted to 
be prepared for its arrival. See verses 11—18. It 
was looked upon as so near, that the scoffers con- 
sidered God slack as to his promise concerning it. 
Peter accounts for its delay on account of God’s 
long-suffering. See verse 9. It will not be ques- 
tioned that the unbelieving Jews during that gene- 
ration were ungodly, scoffers, walking after their 
own lusts. Nor will it be denied, that in view of 
the day of awful judgment coming on them asa 
nation, Christ’s disciples were exhorted to patience 
and watchfulness. This day, both by our Lord and 
Peter, is represented by the coming of a thief in the 
night. See Matt. xxiv, 43, and compare verse 10 
of the context of the passage under consideration. 
Are we then, in support of the common opinion of 
a day of judgment, to adinit that Peter and the first 
Christians were all mistaken ? The fact proves that 
they were mistaken. But if we admit this, does not 
this very admission invalidate the whole of their tes- 
timony. Why not also mistaken in all that they 
have written? And who can answer Gibbon and 
other infidel writers upou such a supposition? But 
on the supposition that a day of judgment on the 
Jews is referred to, all is plain and easy, the credit 
of the aposties is supported, and is in unison with 
what our Lord predicted. This was an event looked 
for by all Christians during that period, and a suit- 
able conduct was expected from them in view of it. 
All this is plain from the New Testament, but the 
common opinion of a day of judgment is assumed, 
and this and other texts are quoted in proof of it, 
at the expense of the credit of the New Testament 
writers, and in opposition to the scope of the con- 


tators. If it is contended that the end of this 

material world is described in verses 7—12, it must 

also be admitted, that a new material heavens and 

earth are promised, verse 13, to succeed their disso- 

lution. If the one is to be understood literally, why 

not also the other? But the new heavens and new 

earth, are allowed to signify the establishment of the 

new dispensation, which is often called the kingdom 
of heaven in scripture ; and in the language of the 

Old Testament, new heavens and new earth. See 

Isa. Ixv. 17—20, and Ixvi. 22. 

1 John iv. 17, is the only other text in which the 

expression “the day of judgment” occurs. “ Herein 

is our love made perfect, that we may have boldness 
in the day of judgment: (en te hemera tes kriseos :) 
because as he is, so are we in this world.” This is 
the only text where this phrase is used with the ar- 
ticle the. It can occasion no serious difficulty to 
my views of this phrase, for if the day of God’s 
judgment on the Jews was a thing expected during 
that generation, and no doubt was a subject familiar 
among Christians, it was natural to speak of it as 
the day of judgment. At the time John wrote, this 
day was near, and they are exhorted to watchful- 
ness, that they might have boldness and not be 
ashamed before him at his coming. Compare chap. 
ii. 28; Matt xxiv. 24—91. 

Such are all the places in the Bible, where the 
phrase, “the day of judgment,” occurs. In con- 
cluding our remarks, we would ask, If this phrase 
referred to a judgment day at the end of time for 
all mankind, is it not rather surprising that the Old 
Testament writers should say nothing about it? Is 
it not equally strange, that the New Testament 
writers, when they do use it, are not treating of the 
end of this world, but of the day of vengeance which 
came on the Jewish nation? I ask further, if the 
sacred writers believed just as people do now about 
this, how came it to pass that they preached so little 
about it, compared with preachers in our day ? Tho 
book of the Acts contains the history of the apostles’ 
preaching for thirty years, and chap. x. 42, xxiv. 25, 
and xvii. 31, are the chief, if not all the texts which 





text, But if the commen opinion of a day of judg- 


would be quoted, that they preached this doctrine 
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The last of these Mr. S. quotes, p. 54, in proof of 


his future retribution. We have made some re- 
marks on it in the Universalist Magazine, vol. 5, 
but our limits forbid their insertion, as well asa 
consideration of these and other passages which are 
supposed to prove this subject. I ask again, why 
preachers now speak of the day of judgment in con- 
nexion with the resurruction of all the dead, and 
the end of this world, when it appears that this was 
not done by the inspired writers? In short, if the 
day of judgment referred to the judgment of all 
mankind at the end of time, let it be rationally and 
scripturally accounted for, why it is seemingly in- 


ships and miseries, and finally die in the most crue 
aod barbarous manner ? 

C. God’s goodness is not like man’s. Mankind 
ought to have tender and humane feelings towards 
their fellow men. But God is not possessed of bu. 
man feelings. 

U. I thought that you supposed that Christ was 
God, and that he had human nature, and of course 
human feelings: therefore he was willing to suffr 
and die to save sinners. 

C. Ah: Idid not think of that. 
Christ as man had human feelings. 
Christ was above natural affection. 


1 suppose that 
But as God, 


troduced when they are speaking of God’s awfu 
judgments on the Jewish nation. 
oii pa 
From the ( Boston) Universalist Magazine. 
A DIALOGUE 
BETWEEN A UNIVERSALIST AND A CALVINIST. 
Universalist. 


Do you believe it ? 

Calvinist. Certainly, I do. 

U. Your creed likewise teaches that God did not 
leave all maukind in a state of sin and misery to 
perish for ever: but out of his mere good pleasure 
he elected some to everlasting life. Do you believe 
that God foreordained some of his rational offspring 
to be born in a state of sin and misery, and to remain 
in that state to all eternity ? 

C. Yes, I do. 

U. Do you think that any of those whom God 
foreordained to eternal life, Gana miss salvation ? Or 
that any of those whom he has foreordained to 
perish, can obtain salvation ? 

C. No,I do not. I believe what God has foreor- 
dained, shall certainly come to pass, it cannot fail 
of taking place. 

U. Does God manifest any love or compassion 
to those whom he has foreordained to endless sin 
and misery ? 

C. I cannot say that he does, except it be for a 
time while they live in this- world. But these fa- 
vours will only aggravate their final condemuation. 
All the preaching and praying which they may en- 
joy, all the mercies of Providence, and the means 
of grace will increase their future misery. 

U. Should an earthly father bring children into 
existence for such an end, would it appear to be kind 
and hamane ? 

C. We must not compare God to men. 

U. Should any earthly king or ruler treat his sub- 
jects, as you represent God treating his offspring, 
would you think him worthy of love or esteem ? 

C. This is comparing God to men again: God 
is as much above men, as the heavens are above the 
earth. God has a right to do what he will with his 
own creatures. 

U. True. But is not God as good as he is great ? 
If he is exalted above the heavens in greatness and 
power, is he not as exalted in goodness? What 
goodness can you see in a king who trains up his sub- 
jects with the design to send them into a foreign 


My friend, your creed teaches that 
* God has foreordained whatsoever comes to pass.” 


| YY. But was he above divine affections? We 
read that God is love. Cana Being love and not 
possess affections ? Are not divine affections or love, 
as strong, as kind, as compassionate as huinan af- 
fections ? 
C. Why, yes, I should think so. But God will 
not save all mankind, that is certain; let him be 
ever so kind and merciful. You néed not think te 
make me believe such a pleasing, ruinous doctrine, 
U. I do not wish to make you believe any thing 
but the truth. If iis true, that God is good to all, 
and his tender mercies are over all his works, do 
you not wish to believe it ? 
C. It cannot he true. It is contrary to all reason 
to suppose that God will save vile sinners, who have 
served the devil all their days, and died blaspheming 
their Maker. 
U. Do you not think that some of the elect have 
for a tine been vile sinners, serving the devil with a 
high hand, and blaspheming their Maker, who af- 
terwards were converted from the evil of their ways, 
and saved by God’s grace, through Jesus Christ ? 
C. No doubt of that. All the elect God will 
bring in, sooner or later, tis not possible that one of 
them can be lost eternally. God has loved them 
with an everlasting love, and their sins cannot ef- 
fect any change in the heart of God. The great- 
ness of their sins will only magnify the riches of 
God’s grace. 
U. Then you suppose God’s love can save the 
greatest of sinners, consistently with divine justice, 
and to the glory of divine mercy ? 
C. Yes, Ido. For God’s love is infinite. If God 
is pleased, he can save the greatest sinner as easily 
as the least. 
U. If God can save great sinners, to the glory of 
his grace, will he not glorify his grace to the great- 
est degree ? Why then will he not glorify his grace 
more, in saving all mankind, than in saving only a 
part? 
= 

“ NATIONAL RELIGION”—AGAIN, 
The following extracts from an Address before 
the Society of Inquiry respecting Missions, in the 
Theological Seminary at Andover, with the ac- 
companying remarks in the Boston Recorder and 
Telegraph, are not unsuitable for an Appendix to 
the “ Circular” inserted in our last number.* 
Phil. Ref. 








country, where they shall suffer all kinds of hard- 


See Gos. Her. vol. vi. No. 7. p. 51. 
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From the Boston Recorder and Telegraph of 
August 26. 
& CONNEXION BETWEEN DOMESTIC MISSIONS AND 

THE POLITICAL PROSPECIS OF OUR NATION. 

“ After some preliminary remarks on the present 
aspect of the political world, om our security trom 
foreign invasion, and the dependence of our future 
destiny on the character of our rising population, 
the address proceeds— 

‘1. To suggest some of the principal causes on 
which the perpetuity of a republican government 
depends : 

‘3. To hint at the agency of these causes in 
making us what we are: 

‘5. To glance at the prospects of our nation con- 
sidered as depending on these causes, and draw 
some inferences respecting domestic missions.’ 
(Under this last head the Address contains the fol- 
lowing remarks :] 

‘In a very extensive portion of our country, not 
only individual, but public character is in a forming 
state. Not only are individuals and families ready 
to receive any character which circumstances may 
impress upon them, but Schools, Academies, Col- 
leges, and Institutions of every kind, public opinion 
and sentiment, habits, manners, modes of thinking, 
living, and acting, all are waitin, to be moulded by 
the forming hand of the friends of liberty and reli- 
gion. Such is the infant state of society, that a man 
of prudence might very soon impress his individual 
character on half a state. 

‘There are populous communities rising up. 
They need schools established among them, Acade- 
mies, Colleges, and all those institutions which will 
contribute to form their social, political and _reli- 
gious character—which will give tone to public sen- 
timent, and establish those princ:ples of human ac- 
tions, from which private happiness and public 
peace result. But this is what can be effected only 
by men, who shall go and plant themselves in the 
midst of these communities for life ; men who shall 
exert on the moral and intellectual character of 
those among whom they are placed, an extensive, 
steady and permanent influence. 

“Another difficulty” [saysethe Boston Recorder, 
speaking of the difficulties in accomplishing this ex- 
tensive and permanent influence] “arises from the 
want of means to secure such an influence. Funds 
more ample and permanent, are necessary, such 
funds as can be raised only by united efforts. 

‘ Besides this,’ [continues the Address,] ‘when we 
look at the character of our government, and see 
that our nation is only one great fraternity, a third 
difficulty arises. The present system is too section- 
al. Every society has its local boundaries, em- 
bracing a state or half a state, perhaps a county. 
Hence arise many local prejudices, sectional attach- 
ments, and even party feelings, and sectarian views, 
none of which ought to find a place in a country 
like ours. 

“Some change, therefore, in our plan of domes- 
tic missions, the author thinks, is required by the 
new circumstances and wants of our scattered and 


“ In the first place, a system is needed which shail 
have no sectional interests, no local prejudices, no 
party animosities, no sectariap views; a system 
which shall look exclusively at no particular section 
vt country, but alike to all that need its help; which 
shall enlist the North and the South, the East and 
the West, of our nation in its aid. 

“In the second place, a change is needed, which 
shall remove all difficulty from deficiency of funds; 
such a change, that the treasuries which now exist, 
shall become parts of one common treasury, and 
that treasury the depository of vast resourees, which 
now, for want of confidence, come into none of 
thein. 

“Thirdly, a change is needed, that shall secure 
all the advantages of union in operation, and per- 
manency in effect. We want a system which shall 
be one; one in purpose, one in action; a system, 
aiming not at itinerant missionary labour alone, but 
at planting in every little community that is rising 
up, men of learning and influence, to impress their 
own character on those communities, and secure the 
prevalence of such an order of things, as shall per- 
petuate in it all the blessings of political, literary 
and religious education ; a system, in short, which 
shall gather the resources of philanthropy, patriot- 
ism and christian sympathy, throughout our coun- 
try, into one vast reservoir, from which a stream 
shall flow to Georgia, to Louisiana, to Missouri, and 
to Maine. We want a society that shall do all this; 
a society, in which all who have the spirit of the 
gospel, all who love their country, all whose bosoms 
ever glowed with philanthropy, may unite, without 
one hesitating or discordant feeling. We wanta 
National Society. Such a society will do all this. 
And if such a society is te be proposed ; if the nobly 
bold design has been conceived, of thus giving the 
blessings and glories of our republic to the last gene- 
ration that shall stand on these shores of being, we 
shout success, but not in arms; let no sect raise its 
banner, no section stand alone, no party wake to 
strife, but blow the trumpet in Zion, and aLL SHALL 
come!” 

[Thus ends the Address in the Andover Semina- 
ry, and what we conceive to be a very suitable Ap- 
pendix to the “ Circular” in our last number.} 

—=>-—__ 

From the Oriental Herald. 
ATTEMPTS TO CONVERT THE NATIVES 
OF THE EAST TO CHRISTIANITY. 

Thirty years have already elapsed since Protes- 
tant Missionaries have been numerous thxoughout 
India. During that interval, they have circulated 
in the country upwards of a million of Bibles; and 
after thirty years of uninterrupted labour, they 
reckon, according to the acknowledgment of their 
own advocate, only 1000 proselytes! And even 
these are mere abortions, the greater part of which 
perish by apostacy. About two years before my de- 
Serampore found themselves under the necessity of 
discharging from their service all their new con- 
verts, whom tbey had employed in their printing- 





growing population. 


house. These new Christians, having lost their 


parture from India, the protestant Missionaries of 







{ 
7 
} 




















a1) 


GOSPEL HERALD. 








a x 


= zz 


—— 2 





caste by embracing Christianity, and finding them- 
selves destitute, presented a memorial to Dr. Mid- 
dleton, the Bishop of Calcutta, explaining to him, 
that when the Missionaries induced them to become 
Christians, they had promised to supply them with 
the means of existence. The Missionaries alleged, 
in their justification, that they had been compelled 
to act in this manner, because these wretches, after 
their conversion to Christianity, had become so 
vicious, and especially so intemperate, that they 
feared lest the sight of the daily and scandalous ex- 
cesses committed by them should pervert the whole 
of their Pagan workmen. 
—>— 
ANECDOTE OF THE PARSON RICHARD 
WRIGHT. 


In the numerous missionary excursions of the 
parson Richard Wright, he met with various inci- 
dents, a relation of which not only shows the 
strength of prejudice with which his efforts were 
resisted, but proves the talent and address with 
which he always triumphed over difficulties. 

The following anecdote respecting some circum- 
stances of his first visit to Thorne in Yorkshire, is 
from page 75 of the memoirs of his life. 

“ We soon got into conversation on religious sub- 
jects, and as Dr. Priestley’s name happened to be 
mentioned, I perceived it excited alarm, which led 
me to ask if any of them had known him, or seen 
any of his writings? They replied, they had neither 
known him, nor seen any of his writings; but had 
learned he was a very bad man, and maintained 
very dangerous doctrines. I said, of his doctrines 
I will now say nothing, but I will give some account 
of his character. This I accordingly did, in par- 
ticular of the manner in which he had borne ill 
treatment and persecution, and the spirit which he 
had manifested towards his persecutors ; and warned 
them against giving implicit credit to what they 
heard about men and their doctrines of whom they 
had no personal knowledge. This I perceived had 
a good effect. After I had talked some time, my 
hostess said, “I hope, sir, you are not an Arian.” I 
replied, “ No, I am not, I never was an Arian.” 
She rejoined, “Had you been an Arian, I dared 
not to let you sleep in my house.” Had she known 
as much of meas she did some time after,* she 
would have thought me still worse than an Arian; 
but at the time she had no idea of any thing more 
frightful than an Arian: nor did I find a lodging at 
her house after my first visit.” 

—>— 
FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
A FEW QUESTIONS TO THE CANDID. 

1. Do you believe with St. Paul, “that there 
shall be a resurrection both of the just and the 
unjust ?” 

2. Will man be raised mortal or immortal ? 

3. If mortal, and subject to die, either the first or 
second death; how shall I understand Christ, in 
Matt. xxii. 30 ; Mark xii. 25; Luke xx. 85, 36 ? 





*Mr. Wright was an Unitarian Universalist like Dr. 
Priestley. 





4. If immortal, how can they experience any 
change, or suffer any pain any more than God can? 

5. If, as some say, they are to be destroyed, how 
can an tmmortal being be destroyed ? 

If any person will be so kind as to publish in the 
Gospel Herald a reply to the above interrogations, 
they will confer a favour on L. H. 

Harpersfield, Sept. 22, 1825. 

—>-—_ 
HAPPY PLACE. 

The town of Carver, Plymouth county, (Mass.' 
has three meeting-houses in good repair, and no 
minister, no clients, and no lawyer; no deputy 
sheriff, no doctor, and but one pauper. 

NVote—The above article is going the rounds ip 
the Newspapers. Presuming it is matter of fact, we 
ask, How could the condition of the inhabitants of 
the town of Carver be bettered by orthodox mis- 
sionary exertions, and the raising of revivals? 

—>_—_ 
FRIEND. 

A certain Philosopher was asked, what made a 
real FR1END. He replied, “One soul in the two 
bodies.” Meaning, doubtless, two, who equally re~ 
gard each other as themselves. 

——- 
Two lines useful to all if reduced to practice. 
** By work our long lived fathers earnt their food ; 
Toil strung their nerves ; and purified their blood.” 
—~—_— 


NOTICE. 
The Parson John S. Thompson has transferred 


the Universatist to the Parson Stephen R. Smith 
of Clinton, who will hereafter conduct said work. 
The Parson Thomas Gross has resigned the edito- 
rial care of the Gospex Apvocars, in consequence 
of his age, and is succeeded by the Parson L. S. 
Everett.—The present number of Universalist pub- 
lications is ten. Proposals have been issued for a 
new paper, at Cleaveland, (Ohio) to be called the 
MESSENGER OF SALvaTION. Rel. Ing. 
—p>— 
NEW ASSOCIATION. 

The brethren in Chatauque and vicinity, met in 
conference, on the 20th of July, ult. and after or- 
ganizing themselves into a council, formed “ The 
Chatauque .4ssociation” —the first session of which 
is to be holden in Ellicott, (N. ¥.) on the first 
Wednesday and Thursday of September, 1826. 

Ch. Int. 
—_—_ 
(The Conditions of this Paper are 
ONE DOLLAR PAID IN ADVANCE. 


Persons living in distant towns, if they will appoint an agent 
by forwarding § 5, he can receive 6 papers; and in the 
same ratio for a greater number. 


—~—>—_ 
FOR SALE 

At this Office, Balfour's Inquiry, Seeond Edition, iv 

boards, Price § 1. Also, Balfour's Reply to Sabine, Price 
50 Cents. 
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PUBLISHED EVERY OTHER SATURDAY, AT ONE 

DOLLAR PER ANN. NO. 67 CHRYSTIE-STREFT.- 

Payable in Advance. 





